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SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 

TO OUR MODERN LIFE" 1 



European civilization has been thrown is 
persistently before us. We cannot shut 
our eyes to it. It is the task of those who 
would bring the message of Jesus to our 
modern life to face the situation and to 
teach Christian people to think what would 
be the result if the principles which Jesus 
sought to instil were directly applied to 
political conditions both in our own country 
and abroad. Already our country is in 
the midst of a great social awakening. In 
what way can the principles of Jesus give 
force and direction to that movement ? 

In the preparation of this course it is 
appreciated that students will be eager 
to get at the definite application of the 
teaching of Jesus to our social institutions, 
but the author of the course is insistent 
that the foundation shall first be laid in a 
thorough understanding of the beliefs of 
Jesus and the way in which his conduct 
was influenced by those beliefs — in other 
words, an appreciation of the fact that 
Jesus lived as well as taught. 

Programs for work are suggested on the 
basis of one program for each two weeks. 
If a weekly meeting is held these programs 
may be divided. A little later in the course 
themes for special investigation in local 
communities will be suggested. At first 
it seems wise not to emphasize investigation, 
but clear thinking preparatory to action 
later. 

Program I 

It is essential that the life by which 
Jesus was surrounded and his ethical and 
social inheritance as well as his religious 

1 These suggestions relate to the work of the first month of the course, a portion of the material 
for which appeared in the Biblical World for September, the remainder being given in the present 
issue. The whole may be obtained in leaflets for use with classes by registered members of the 
Institute. Registration fee, so cents plus 4 cents postage. Address: The American Institute 
of Sacred Literature, The University of Chicago. 



Introductory 

What constitutes a successful Bible 
club ? The interest of every member in the 
subject which is under consideration and 
the enthusiasm of a leader who is able to 
inspire the members of the class so that 
they will investigate subjects which are 
assigned to them, present reports, and 
take part in discussions. Many clubs can 
be only partially successful, because their 
members are not all of the kind suggested, 
but their leader may be assured that if he 
can ultimately inspire even the laggards 
to work and to discuss he will have accom- 
plished a great task. 

The outline courses of which this is one 
are all arranged for daily work. This plan 
appeals to many and is not objectionable 
to any, because those who prefer to do 
their task for the week all at one time may 
do the work of seven days instead of one. 
Each leader must decide for himself in 
view of his acquaintance with the members 
of his class whether he prefers to have topics 
presented in the form of papers or orally. 
In conducting the discussions care should 
be taken that they shall be controlled and 
directed, in order that the brief time which 
is allotted to them may be used for legitimate 
discussion rather than irrelevant remarks. 

No leader can fail to be impressed with 
the timeliness of the subject which is 
presented in this course, The Message of 
Jesus to Our Modem Life. The great 
crisis which now confronts the whole Chris- 
tian world in the unsettled problems of 
European politics and the chaos into which 



284 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



interpretation of it should be understood. 
The first program lays this foundation. 

Topics for reports: (i) Old Testament 
ideas of God; (2) the Pharisees' method of 
interpreting Old Testament law; (3) stories 
of Jesus which embody opposition to Phari- 
saical teaching concerning the observance 
of the Sabbath; (4) stories of Jesus which 
show his opposition to empty ceremonials 
in religious worship; (5) Jesus' knowledge 
of God as Father and its effect upon his 
own religious life. 

Subject for discussion: How would 
such a sense of the fatherliness of God as 
Jesus had change our personal conception 
of God and our attitude toward him ? 

Program II 

(1) The arguments which Jesus used in 
teaching concerning the fatherliness of 
God: (a) as seen in nature; (b) as seen in 
human fatherhood; (2) some of the special 
characteristics of God the Father described 
by Jesus; (3) the reading and discussion 
of stories showing the attitude of God the 
Father toward the sinner; (4) the relation- 
ship of sons of a fatherly God to each 
other. 



Subject for discussion: Can we as Chris- 
tians share the conviction of Jesus as to the 
interest of God in human affairs? If so, 
what attitude shall we assume toward great 
political or industrial issues ? What are the 
immediate issues which are called to our 
attention by our own community ? 

REFERENCE READING 

Some of the choicest material for reference 
in this course is found in Hastings' Dictionary 
of Christ and the Gospels, 2 vols. See for this 
study "The Character of Christ," "Mental 
Characteristics," "Ethics," "Gospel," "Educa- 
tion." Hastings' Bible Dictionary (4 vols.) and 
the one-volume edition should be consulted 
where the first-mentioned is not available. 

The books to which reference is made in 
the following list will be useful for the entire 
course and will be mentioned with each chapter. 
Other books will be added for specific topics 
not included in the present study. Stevens, 
The Teaching of Jesus, chap, vi; Hyde, Jesus' 
Way, chap, i; Gilbert, The Revelation of Jesus, 
chap, i; Wendt, The Teaching of Jesus, I, 
section 3, chap, ii; Clarke, The Ideal of Jesus, 
chap, vii; Edersheim, The Life and Times of 
Jesus, I, 84-144, 308-36; Stalker, The Ethics 
of Jesus, chaps, xi and xii; King, The Ethics 
of Jesus, chaps, vii, viii; Mathews, The Social 
Teaching of Jesus, chap. ii. 



